This theory of the disease also explains the other striking facts about it, for we may well suppose that this blood destruction in the gastro-intestinal periphery of the portal system leads to the formation of pigments, one of which circulating through the skin gives it the lemon tint, and the other, being excreted in the urine, gives it the dark brown colour, due to excess of urobilin, which we have seen to be characteristic of pernicious anaemia. On this view, therefore, pernicious anaemia is a disease in which the anaemia is caused by an excessive destruction of red blood corpuscles. 
